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Self-Governance Tribe means an In-
dian Tribe participating in the pro-
gram of self-governance pursuant to 
section 503(a) of the Act [25 U.S.C. 
458aaa–2(a)] or selected and partici-
pating in self-governance pursuant to 
section 503(b) of the Act [25 U.S.C. 
458aaa–2(b)]. 

Statutorily mandated grant as used 
in this section and subpart F of this 
part means a grant specifically des-
ignated in a statute for a defined pur-
pose. 

Title I means sections 1 through 9 
and Title I of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance 
Act of 1975, Pub. L. 93–638, as amended. 

Title V means Title V of the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act of 1975, Pub. L. 93–638, as 
amended. 

Tribal organization means the recog-
nized governing body of any Indian 
Tribe; any legally established organiza-
tion of Indians which is controlled, 
sanctioned, or chartered by such gov-
erning body or which is democratically 
elected by the adult members of the In-
dian community to be served by such 
organization and which includes the 
maximum participation of Indians in 
all phases of its activities; provided, 
that in any case where a contract or 
compact is entered into, or a grant is 
made, to an organization to perform 
services benefitting more than one In-
dian Tribe, the approval of each such 
Indian Tribe shall be a prerequisite to 
the entering into or making of such 
contract, compact, or grant. 

Tribal Self-Governance Advisory 
Committee means the Committee es-
tablished by the Director of IHS that 
consists of Tribal representatives from 
each of the IHS Areas participating in 
Self-Governance, and that provides ad-
vocacy and policy guidance for imple-
mentation of Tribal Self-Governance 
within IHS. 

Tribal share means an Indian Tribe’s 
portion of all funds and resources that 
support secretarial PSFAs that are not 
required by the Secretary for the per-
formance of inherent Federal func-
tions.

Subpart C—Selection of Indian 
Tribes for Participation in Self-
Governance

§ 137.15 Who may participate in Tribal 
Self-Governance? 

Those Self-Governance Tribes de-
scribed in 503(a) of the Act [25 U.S.C. 
458aaa–2(a)] participating in the Title 
III Tribal Self-Governance Demonstra-
tion Project and up to 50 additional In-
dian Tribes per year that meet the cri-
teria in § 137.18 may participate in self-
governance.

§ 137.16 What if more than 50 Indian 
Tribes apply to participate in self-
governance? 

The first Indian Tribes who apply and 
are determined to be eligible shall have 
the option to participate in self-gov-
ernance. Any Indian Tribe denied par-
ticipation due to the limitation in 
number of Indian Tribes that may take 
part is entitled to participate in the 
next fiscal year, provided the Indian 
Tribe continues to meet the financial 
stability and financial management ca-
pacity requirements.

§ 137.17 May more than one Indian 
Tribe participate in the same com-
pact and/or funding agreement? 

Yes, Indian Tribes may either: 
(a) Each sign the same compact and/

or funding agreement, provided that 
each one meets the criteria to partici-
pate in self-governance and accepts 
legal responsibility for all financial 
and administrative decisions made 
under the compact or funding agree-
ment, or 

(b) Authorize another Indian Tribe to 
participate in self-governance on their 
behalf.

§ 137.18 What criteria must an Indian 
Tribe satisfy to be eligible to par-
ticipate in self-governance? 

To be eligible to participate in self-
governance, an Indian Tribe must have: 

(a) Successfully completed the plan-
ning phase described in § 137.20; 

(b) Requested participation in self-
governance by resolution or other offi-
cial action by the governing body of 
each Indian Tribe to be served; and 
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